SB 618 -- SU Cl DE PREVENTI ON

This bill requires the Director of the Departnment of Mental
Health, in partnership with the Departnent of Health and Seni or
Services, to design and develop a state suicide prevention plan
in collaboration with the departnents of Social Services,

El enentary and Secondary Education, Hi gher Education, and
Corrections and with comrunity-based agencies. The plan nust:

(1) Pronote the use of enployee assistance and workpl ace
prograns to support enpl oyees experiencing depression or other
psychiatric illnesses;

(2) Pronote the use of student assistance and educati onal
programs to support students with depression, other psychiatric
ill nesses, and substance abuse di sorders;

(3) Provide training and technical assistance to |ocal public
heal th and ot her comrunity-based professionals on the best
practices to prevent suicides;

(4) Coordinate federal, state, and | ocal agencies in order to
col l ect and anal yze data on suicides and suicidal behaviors in
M ssouri and annually issue a public report;

(5) Establish a toll-free suicide prevention hotline; and

(6) Reconmmend statutory changes and inplenentati on and fundi ng
requi renents to the General Assenbly by Decenber 31, 2004.



